
I am a person





This is Valeri’s* story,
told in her own words.

*Name changed to protect her identity.
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In Latin America and the Caribbean, 
25% of girls marry or enter unions before 

the age of 18.* They are more likely 
to experience physical, sexual, 

psychological and emotional abuse.

*UNICEF child marriage database

https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-marriage/


To end gender-based violence and violence 
against children like Valeri, we need to end 
child, early and forced marriage and unions.
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Girls Not Brides is a global partnership made 
up of over 1,400 civil society organisations 
from over 100 countries, committed to 
ending child marriage and enabling girls to 
fulfil their potential.
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A story of resilience 
and hope on the journey 
to ending child marriage.


